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Enclosed please find one original plus nine copies of the testimony of Mr. James P.
Steyer, to be presented to the Commission June 28, 1994, with regard to the
children's television programming inquiry, MM Docket # 93-48. Also enclosed
are ten copies each of three different reports we would like attached to the
testimony as background for the Commissioners. These reports are:

Children and the News Media: A Children Now Special Report
Tuned In Or Tuned Out? America's Children Speak Out on the News Media
The News Media's Picture of Children

If you have any questions about this material, please contact me at 510-763-2444.

Thank you very much.

Sincerely,

Uik

Vicky Rideout
Director,
Special Projects

-

James P. Steyer
President

Lois Salisbury
Executive Diractor
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TESTIMONY OF JAMES P. STEYER
PRESIDENT, CHILDREN NOW

BEFORE THE
FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION

HEARINGS ON S e
THE CHILDREN'S TELEVISIONACT | oo, .

UNE 28, 1994 SE oo
J , el 18 I,

Mr. Chairman, Commissioners: Good morming. My name is Jim Steyer, and I am

the Founder and President of Children Now, one of the nation's lef«ﬁ‘ﬁ MWQM
children's policy and media organizations.

When the Children's Television Act was first passed, offering a strict definition of
"educational or informational” programming seemed unnecessary. But since then,
we've seen that one person's silly cartoon can be another person's educational
program. And that's why we're here this morning.

The time has come for the FCC to offer new rules or a new policy statement
revising current guidelines. If problems persist despite those new guidelines, the
FCC should consider appointing an educational committee to review contested
submissions.

The FCC's guidelines should begin by laying out examples of the kinds of
programming content that will clearly and unambiguously meet the criteria of the Act.
One example that we believe the Commission should encourage is news and current
affairs shows for kids.

Access to timely, high quality news and information programming about current
events is vital to the social and political development of children. That need is not
currently being met.

Earlier this year, Children Now convened a major national conference of leading
academics, children's experts and news media leaders at Stanford University, on the
issue of children and the news media. We conducted a national poll of young people
regarding their use of the media, as well as a substantive content analysis of how the
adult news covers children. We discovered from kids themselves that when children



are forced to turn to the adult news for their information, it often has a detrimental
effect on them, creating fear, anger and depression among many young people. We
also found that the mainstream news media does not sufficiently address children's
need or desire for information on the issues that most concern them. One of the key
conclusions of the conference was that children ought to have the option of watching
news programs designed specifically for them.

There is some programming that meets this need today, but not very much. The
networks have sponsored specials for children about current affairs, but no ongoing
news for kids is available there. Last year, ABC announced that they hoped to have
such a program on the air in this fall's lineup. That lineup was recently released, and
no such show was included. The two standouts in kids' news are on cable: Linda
Ellerbee's Nick News and CNN's Real News For Kids -- the latter of which has just
been cancelled by the Turner Broadcasting System. Clearly, broadcasters need to do
more.

A second kind of television show that would clearly qualify as educational are
shows designed primarily to enhance children's "cognitive" abilities. Shows that help
teach kids to read or to count, that teach children geography, math or science, would
clearly fulfill the goals of the Children's Television Act.

Programs that are specifically designed for kids and that contribute to their
"affective” learning are important and valuable as well, but it is here that children's
advocates, the FCC and broadcasters run into trouble, and it is here where this
Commission will need to offer clear guidance. "Affective" education teaches
children values and behavior. Obviously, there are many of us here this morning who
feel that a lot of what is on television today runs the risk of teaching children negative
values and behavior -- condoning the use of violence, promoting sexual or racial
stereotypes. At the same time, many programs also offer positive role models for
young people, and broadcasters deserve credit for those shows. The question is
whether they deserve that credit under the Children's Television Act.

Current guidelines state that any program designed for children which furthers
either their "cognitive/intellectual” or "social/emotional development” qualifies under
the core programming requirements. These guidelines need to be tightened. New
guidelines should not rule out any particular television format, such as animation,
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drama, or even comedy. But the critrical point is that new guidelines must require
that any program submitted under the core requirement serve a primarily educational

purpose.

Finally, a few remarks to those here today representing the television broadcast
industry. The access you have to our children's hearts and minds is unprecedented,
and the power of your influence is enormous. We all know that television can be just
a time-filler for kids, and in some cases can actually have a detrimental impact. But
we also know something else very important about television. Television ¢can be a
very powerful tool for learning.

Today, with the Children's Television Act, those of you in the broadcast industry
have the power to dramatically recast the role of television in children's lives. So I
urge you: fill your entertainment programming for kids with positive, prosocial
messages -- yes. But do much more. Turn the incredible pool of talent at your
disposal to an indisputably positive goal: the education of our children. Ignite an
explosion of innovative, creative, truly educational programming. Go beyond what
will just get you by with the FCC. Step up to the plate and make a real difference for
kids. All of our futures depend on it.

Thank you very much.
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May, 1004
Dear Friends,

In ear/y Marc}z, 1004, we were pﬁvi/ggea] to host the National Canference on Children and the
News Media at Stan][ord Univer_'city. Qur co-hosts were Stanfara] Uﬁiversity and the UCLA
Center for Communication Paficy. This landmark event Zirauglzt togétlzer many o][ the nation’s
top reporters, news executives, media critics and children’s advocates to examine the impact a][

the news media on the /ivgs af%ids_.
The conference sessions focusea/ on a series o}[ Ley questions:

Is the news media’s coverage of violence excessive, or does the news merely
refiect reality? ¢ What is the i'mpnef of this vviolen.ce on kids? ¢ How can we
encourage more quality news programs directed at kids? ¢ How can we
encourage more svbhstantive ?overuge of important kids' issves that are often

‘overlooked by the news media?

First Lcu{y ][i//ézry Rodham Clinton’s z‘,lzo'uglrtf‘u/‘and detailed address to the Con/erence,
delivered live via interactive satellite, indicated that carefu/ attention is being paia] to _tlzese

critica/ issues al the very ln'glzesi Jevels of government.

This report is meant fo l:e/p continue the debate and inspire action. One tlzing that became
clear to us «.]uriﬂg‘ the can/erence'is how much one person can do to turn the tide: one

enterprising journa/ist, one determined advocate, one committed news exccutive can make a

a’ iﬂeren ce.

Speaéing of makfng a allﬂ’erence, we are very p/casea] to be able to report that three o][ the
children who participated in ine con érence, Shauntia Graham, Shaunnah Ray and Connie
hildren who participated in 1) Shauntia Graham, Shaunnah Ray and C

L/amas, lzave joinea’ the Clinren s Express news bureau in OaL/anal, Ca/i][ornia, and wi// soon

be Zregirming their own careers as /'ourna/ists.

We lmpe you enjoy this report, and we look forwara’ to lzearing your tlzouglzts,.

]ames 1). Steyer - Dona/ﬂl Kenned’y 'Geoffrey C’owan
Faut1dér & President Board Chair . - Fczmding'Bqam] Member
Children Now Children Now Children Now

Children
and the

News Media
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DOES THE NEWS MAKE YOU FEEL...
{% saying yes)

Bangm B:&J‘lg & B]ootﬂ

/" ex and violence. Add childven to the tired old
C formula, and 'you have the news story of the
00s. Goné are the (l.a_vs When lhe press rclcgated in(}s

to winning spelling bees or popping into the world as

“ \ VTl O l ence T[ I T 11 (& L ( ewWs

school. Slumber parlies aren’t safe. As kids grow older
t]ley tune oul a sociely dcpic[cal nmstl_\' at its worsl
Adults tune them out. “The tmage vou gel of kids in

_the news is cross Lhe street if you see one coming, said

quintuplets. Today the media Lreats
voung peoplé much the same way it
treats other people: as victims or
villains. Advocates for children lﬁegge(l
last vear for more coverage of crucial
issucs like health and welfare. What
’they got instead was a num}ding
procession ol stories about teens
leining leens, a ta’rtoocd lzidnapper
L*i“ing a girl, vich brothers ]ei“ing
their parents, and an inferno lzilliug'
vouny cult members in Waco. Just to

mention a fow gory higlllights.

Washington Post Reporter

[t remains to he seen whether such coverage acluau)'
increascs criminal hehavior in iuvcniles‘. But what is
ohvious is that sensational stories hoost media ratings
— and l.car and anxiely among
voung pcople. A recent Children
Now poll of 850 voungsters
across the country found that over

Foy- I

llaljt‘ (){ them reportcd ](ccling'

Girls R

alraid, (1eprcssrcd or angry after
watching‘ or rca(ling the news.
And no wonder. Look at the news
tllrougll a child’s eves. There is a
}x;gcymdn who eats kids up; he
lives in Milwaukee. Priests are

perverls. Grunmen kill students in

Sad/Depressed

Juan Williams

‘\Washinglon Post reporter Juan

Williams.

]ournalists are in the business of
covering rcali’cy, aren’'t flwy? And
rcality iz not chi](lfl\rm‘f,
particular]_\' in a world where an
average of 13 children die from
s ings every (lay and even
sllopping mall Santas receive death

t]n‘cat::Q\'lureo\'cr, in the lldlluwcd

interest of a frec and lair press,
journalis’ts are trained not to trcat
'anylmdy (li“erenf]y. “Kids are just
part of a llugc audience that fecls misrepresentetl 1)_\'
f]w prcs:‘,” sai(l Van Gm‘don Sauler, presi(lent uf Fox
News, “Qur inlw is to present the news. We can't be
(orums for every group trying to llelp ever.vone,” said
Walter Goodman, telcvisiolﬂl critic for The New York

Times.

Such talk about (1ut_\' and ul)jec’ri\'i't_\', however, clashes
with the way the press is (‘loing its jol). The number of
crime stories doubled on the networks last vear, even
though national crime rates remained the same. And

while crime among juvcnilcs is on the risc, it is

'o\'crplaye(l. A Children Now s’cmly found that nearl_v

balf of news stories about children (]epideA them as

victims or perpetrators ol crime, while fewer than four




percent touched on their CCOI!()II’liC woes. With 14
million American children living in poverty, even a
rookie reporter can see that the media is missing the
real story. The reason is,simple: violence sells. These
days, with growing competition from ca})le, “television
is mote desperatc than ever to pan(ler'to the basest

instincts of its audience: anything with bang-hang and

o

loocl,” said veteran newsman Danicl

SChOTT.

Competitive pressures and deadlines
are toughest at the local TV news
stations. Producers at the national
networks are J()ing a better jol) of
atlempting lo make news programs
what Patrick M. Rod({_v, an exccutive
proclucer at ABC News, called
“fla‘mi]y—sal(ef’ When I\’oddy pro(luce(l
Good Morning America, he looked
through Too[ag‘e of the I)om})ing of
Ragh(lad and weeded out the most
gruesome shots. “I don't want any piece ol video going
on the air that isn't accep’cal)lc for a mother witlj a
nine _V(.‘ar—old and a l\a})}' to watch at the brealfast
tal)ie,” he said. Other ])roa(’casfers, however, are
reluctant to follow suit. Creating news fit to be seen l)_\’

a 13 year—o](l, Sauter sa‘icl, would he “commercially

Patrick M. Roddy,

Execuliv§ Producer ABC News

cover the mounting toll of deaths without (lelving‘ into
the- root causes. Once neg‘lecled, inner-city youths are
now a one-dimensional crime story. More than 73
percent of African-American children po“ecl agreed

that whenever they see African-American and Latino

people in the news they are usuaﬂy involved in crime,

clrugs or some other prol)lem. That is one reason
Carole Simpson, an ABC angl’lor,
goes ouf of her wa).z to include positive
anecdoles ahout minority children in

lher reports.

Qur parents sat in movie theaters and
watched news recls of waviﬁg soldiers in
jeeps during World War 11 — ’co(la_v’s
children sit in 1iving rooms and watch
dea({ American soldiers clragged lllrougll
the dusty streets of l\’log‘adis]m, Parents

have little control over the immediate

and relentless parade of violence

beamed into their children’s homes.
But reporters can provi(lc children ]wpe [or resolving
proHcm:" “We nccd to lake it a step further. What are
the posilive slories we can tell?” asked Milli Martinez,
executive pm({ucer at KABC TV in
Los ;\ngcles. Shauntia Graham, 11,

sees plen‘ty of violence on the strects

w

KIDS OF COLOR TRUST OPRAM

Kiis u_f. color tond to trust ()pru/l,

. » .
disastrous. around him. Tle wants news about a Donahue and other Jayiimc tall shows

dilferent kind ol world. “1 (‘lo}i't IREI i:orc than TV news, por/mps becanse

Even journalists agreed that coverage of crime is wanna see another kid (lying (Y t/icsc shows feature kids as guests and

(’.\'p/ur(’ ISSUes SllL‘/I as L{rugs, ‘11[)5 anal

supcrficial. “The media does a very bad jo}) of tcﬂing fdrugs,” Shaunlia said. “I wanna

| gangs. Qruer a tlu'r(l uf all Af.ricnn—

the whole sLory,” said Narda Zaccllino, associale editor- know that kids are gonna live to seea -

. ) ) N American children say that Ja_ulimu ialk
of tl1e Los Angeles Times. Take gang Vlo]ence. The l)c’ctc'r tomorrow. Alter a” o) 1o the 1 b oof . s

s SR shows do the best job of covering kids
sometimes PGOP]Q ‘r‘ea“y do live their age, a higher rating than they agive
happily ever after. Kids need to see any other news svurce. (Only a quarter

uf u'/u'[a leids foo/ l‘/lat lray.)

Accuru’ing lo the p(';// conducted !’y Paul

L‘Iaslin, A_frican— Umerican children are

press missed this storv for years — mayl)e because the
teens clying were poor, black or Latino. Now that kids

lzilling kids makes a hot topic, too many reporlers that on the news, too.

/n'g/r/y critical uf how the media c[upicts

3 7 .
pun;’/c u./ color ulh‘l COrCers [/u'lr

nofg/1[mr/mn(/s.



A Future Philosopher

Shauntia Graham knows a lot for an eleven year old. He's Lright, confident and
knows how to ask-adults toug’h questioﬁs. He also.].:mows how to hit the ground when

he hears gun{ire near his Qakland apartment, because children get shot if tl’xey're in

the way. Ile has no interest in girls, fike tlzat, but just in case he knows how to use the
condom his mom gave him. He knows some people think the odds are against a young
black male from the inner-city like llirn, bhut he's gonna l{eep on winning baseball

medals and writing poelry anyway.

my school windows are covered with p/astic and bars so you need a s/ea/gcllammer to get out.
There's a crack house on my corner and a’rug dealers 5@//1'719 stuﬁ[ to peop/e in cars. | see peop/e
gamb/ing and Slzootfng. One niglzt 1 heard a hundred shots outside my window. I didn't get to see
the Zvody but 1 saw the blood. When /lwem‘ to the comer store with my sister these guy§ ran in qnal
pu”ea’ another guy out. mey were lwcating him with sticks and po/es. There was blood ez-eryw/zere,
He died. T saw p’eop/e get hit with bats and stu/f and more mur ers. It's very similar to what's on

TV news, except this is real.

Bu you /enou,‘, l‘lzey don't tell on TV what's the gooa/ t/ﬂ'ngs. ﬁley show a black person or a Latino
shootin® because that's what gets séy rlziglz ratings but z’lzcy don't show it l/[ somelvoa]y of color

achieves sometkingA It makes me fce/ discriminated against.

How come L/qcie kids never get /eic]napped like Pa//y Klaas? N,faylm no[yoa’g wants us... ]][ there
WAS a black Polly Klaas, would she be on TV I don't think so.

" Rots o/ kids | know are saying when t'lzcy grow up z‘/zay wanna be a gangster, [/wy want to shoot
puap/u fike an TV, Not me. That's immature. \ Ty role model is sports like Michael Jordan. I'm going

to !ﬁc an atl'1/etc. [f] /mri my énec or somcl/ﬂ'yg, u:/@/ f/len /’// Zw a p/ﬂ'/osop[mr.



Calling Al News Medias Children's Tssues Are [mportant Too

here’s a media war })eing wa.gec]. But it’s not worlzing." Some reporters are talzing an unorthodox
over circulation or advertisers. Tt's about saving a'ppr()ach. They report as teams find are not afraid to
the nation’s children. In Chicago, both papers are . pommel their readers nol jusl with one front page
) story, hut with an endless series. The
Detroit Free Press” “Children First”

project, the Arizona Republic's

“Saving Arizona’s Children” and
ABC’s “American Agenda” all
'cllauenge their pu])lic to think more
(leep]y ahout po]icy. “The media is
[orming a real attention span’ a})()u_t
these issues,” said Catlly Trost,
dircctor of the Casey ]ourna]ism
Center at the University of Niaryland.
Like Walter Cronkite announcing the
,dai]y })ody count of the Vietnam War
on CBS8 every nighl, “it’s in your

Face,yy says Trost. The images, of

course, are even more p()tcnt when

Van Gordon Savter, President of Fox News

fhey’re.on the tube. “The role o{ the
media is to ’

crusading against the murder of children. Across the focus on the darkest corners ol CROSSING THE LINE:

L‘ountr);, over 30 newspapers and TV stations have our society, where the ljiggest JOURNALISTS AS ADVOCATES

created a children’s beal and Time and Newsweek are prol)]efns are, to create a sense B reporier’s grealosl Jear sooms to be crossing
sud(lenly putting leids’ issues on the cover. “It's time of outrage so people are the fine beticcon us and them, even when corering
for iournalists to come out of their protective shells,” galvani'écd into action,” says children and the offect of policies on their future.

. . . 1. ~ . . Bul a new brood of /uumm/’isl‘s argues that it is
says Dennis Britton, editor of the Chlcago Sun-Times. Andrew Heyward, executive . N ’ :
. ' : B ) . miperative that reporlers starl {o acl as advocates
produccr of Eve to Eye with ¢ Jation 4] on | ) .
7, ’ fora population that often has no other voice:

: Some reporters are actua“y brcaking out of that Connie Cllung.”
protective paclz. Tl’)ey are tacl-zling more complex  “We're wot at all objoctivce about children,
stories and exposing the real roots of the crises facmg In reallty, most news stories especially children in the inner city. We'ee done
kids. As Britton reminds us, “A lot of this is about don’t move people to act. Or ‘“’!’”’”’:'} o an {" pommol readers with stories
, . ) . . . B about childron.” F. Richard Clecone, mancaing
poverty. [t's about racism. It's aboul our society not. even to think. While many in T

edilor u'/'//u' ( ./H'(J:]U Fribune

ol g . ) )
The b of 1Y nowes is ot o reprosend poopio

but to report on tren. " Van Cordon Sauler

pl'usinlunl u_f- Fox News.

CONTINUES N SIDEBAR ON MNEXT PAGE
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“Wle can'l be a forum Jor every aroup trying lo

/w/p creryone. Our )'u[‘ is Lo present the wews.

. 1 .
It's cory dangerous to more i the other

direction.” Walter Goodman, tolovision critic of

The New York Times.

edifor u} the Sacramento Bee.

had anyfhing to do with polic_\'. Lven

Iy New York City, pcnp/‘u wsed to ask
| o s il gvum’ ,"/-'"' [/u‘ Jow A=

< ask oursolees. s il gum{ for the

That question fas to be ashed again and

again and again. Poter .\‘/lrag, cc{h‘m-/u/ page

the news media are souncling the

pu})]ic alarm aboul kids and violence,

other issues of puHic policy
when llley affect kids — arc often
ignored. In {act, 48 percent of all

even

television sf‘ories and 40 percent of
all newspaper stories about kids
concern crime, according to a recent
Children Now analysis. The stu(ly

found that only one story in three

fewer slories — one in four — were
aclua“y centered on policy. And Only
2 percent of a” the stories dealt with
kids in poverty, even though 70
percent of those on welfare arc
children. “If we do our jobs well, we should be
{raming policy [or peoplc,” says ]ohn DeNatale,
senior producer at the MacNeil/Lehrer News Hour.
“But if you dropped someone from Mars and you told

them there is a crisis that has to

llO wit11 children an(], let them

say it involves a woman named
Tonya and a woman named

Nancy. "

issues-is to make them as
interesting as the Tony'a-Nancy
- feud. And it can be done. A Los
Angeles Times series cxplo(l'ing

the myt}ls_ a})Qut welfare cast it as

Angela Glover Blackwell, )

Urban Strategies Council |

£igure out what it is, t}ley would )

The lzcy to writing about policy‘

a children’s issuc and 11elpe(l deleat a
California initiative that would have

imp()sed severe culs. AAH({ in

Kcnluclzy, a yearAlong series on
children’s issues so inflamed the
pul)lic and lawmakers that they
pushed t]n‘ough systemic educational
reform. ‘At its 1)est, the media docs
influence polic}'. Reporters mold

beliefs when the im!wli; has ne

For inslance, the pross oo -

an ideal image of Tlead =tart that
recent research in(licatin; some
quality prol)]ems in the program
har(“y put a dent in its pul)]ic
persona. On the other lland, the
media’s preoccupation with crack babies led many in
the pul)lic to focus on crack as the on}y explanaltion for
inlant mor’cality. To many, it seemed fruitless to
support prcnata] care or other efforts to prevent infant
mor{ality. Tn that instance, the media’s inlense focus
on crack uglipsed' attention on other important issues.
“The press can play a negative and destructive role,”
says Children Now executive director Lois Salisl)u’ry.

“Tt to‘olz yéars to rehabilitate pre—na{al care.”

Part of the prolﬂem is that the press is quicle to jump
on a sensational story and loath lo examine its policy
implications. That kind of in—depth reporling involves
cutting through red tape. [Figuring out who is to
blame. Weighing apples and oranges. ["or instance, if

reportcd we”, a story on Cali{ornia's new “Three

Strikes” crime hill would point out that its $5.7 billion

t|1

“There's this misconceplion that news is a /m/'/

mission. Think n}- it oas a prm{zu‘( o the

”h”'/\'l_’[}.’l’('l(t‘. [)L7)7il‘/ 5('."“1]'1‘ SL‘VFit’V' s aina !VS[.

National Public [\)m'/h '




annual operat-
ing cost could
more than pay
for the nation’s
. enlire Head Start
program. Ei/en
more difficult is
fincling the rigllt
vis‘uai clements
to iiiuslrale such
a poiicy story.
“Most stories on
poiicy don’t work
well on TV,”
says Heyward,

Carole Simpson,
ABC Neows
“Those stories

are ‘J\Tcu‘sac’:'t}lcy go in one car and out the other.”

Those stories also take a lot of work and are difficult to
sell to editors. Children’s issues like women’s issues —
are still considered soft news. To det gooti pla_v, all to often
reporters would rather regurgitate the rhetoric ’tiley are fed
i)y politicians. Tlie_v also [eel more comfortable iioiding
individuals soiely responsii)le for tragic situations than
aciznowlcdkging the role cconomics and institutions piay.
“The media are lazy and don't do a terrii)]y good joi),” says
Heywar(i. Advocates need to do a better ]ob too. They have
to find stories that are emblematic of issues, l)ecause, as
Heywarti says, ‘stories are the currency news pcopic deal
in, not issucs. Advocates need to be more imaginative.”
And if tlley were? Would tlie_me(iia really respon(i? “ get
a sense of no ris-lz-tal:zing," counters Salis]:)ury, “because of

your quarterly _stockilolciers reports.”

' TEN MOST WANTED

€all it an advocates wrslz Irst OrM I> sible. T bl onlyi

i T

lwcause these Iesz of stanes < the ones advocates consider’ tlze ten most

‘unJer-reparteal stories about ’enls c}:a”enge t]w medra to rede}ine what is

seen as newswor[}ty

1. Kids Without Heak]z Care How kids are hisrting and- iww tlxey wr” -
a,gectctl lry the Chnton Plavi and utl:er proposa]s '

2. How Kids Learn. How the c}xa”enge af reform shoufd IJe and is,

transformmg ‘what Imppens for m’s in the classroom.

38 fwsseal Out At er Months or Six Years. What's a clay i lee )(or t’w cln]cl .
whose parent 18 ]ugglmg wor[e lxouseworlt aid qua/liy fam;]y trme7"

4. Le_arn To Be o Rea] Criminal in Juvenile Jail. How the ;uvem’e
correctional system perpetuates child abuse and ends & up lwemg the best )

training grounci for cnmma’s

5 Can Mom Aﬂ vd to Worle" Can She A&m[ Not To’ The sfmggles of

i uor’emg poar famr’n»N on the border of économic vvalnlrty and how these

stmggles aﬂeﬂt ]ewls The madequate suppl'y of cht}dcare opbcms ﬂ)r mothers

wilo need or want io work.

6. (lz;lc[ Fnenclly Urban Plannmg‘ Do urban planners or‘ businesses: think
much about kids when t}uey Jectde to build ’zousmg, relocate oﬂiccs and plants,

or plan mass iranslt’

7. Eacra] and Sexual Stereotyges Til@ gendar gap. anc[ race gap are a/vve

and u:e” n the media and the c/assroom

8 Dad‘ I lust ﬂtrew (JE HOL(‘ (1095 a wur’emg fam:]u cope wlzen a clnM 18

SiCL ?

9. Poveﬂy Isa Clmldren s Issue. Seventy percent of those on u:e]fare are

chrldren How aloes an unwr”mgness to ctmtena’ with.adults” economic

“situalions af}'ect kids? |

10. How We Treat the Most. Important Pe'oglei Teachers, child care
workers and pediatricians are.all underpaid and treated with fess respect

than other pr()fess;'ana’s, jnclzmling Jog’mtclmrs. How much do we invest in

those who care ](or our kids compama’ to other nations and itiker'cu/turgs?




Not A Stere@type

Karen Cl-nan, 13 lives on tlxe eclge of Oal?laml s C}unatown T]:le elgllt}l g‘rader works
as a Waltress on weelzen(ls at her parents restaurant. To her, a kid who is beaten up is
just “another statistic.” In her racmlly-nuxed ]unxor l‘llgl'l school Where Cllqges

.

clormnate, she consulers herSelf loner and hkes people wlm defy stereotypes

¥ see violence around me. We actually run to see someone shoot someone. Today after school two
guys were arguing over a dice game and one guy was:drunk and pulled a gun to shoot the other
for one dollar: So you see 50 kids running toward the bus stop to see 1'][ he actua”y shot t}zé guy. -

It 's kinda sz“upia’. TZzey don't think about it. Basica”y, it's just-entertainment like on TV.

W can see someone get beat up and not care and Dnly fook out 0][ curiosity. It's just another
statistic. The media care more about statistics than the peop/e behind the statistics. 1'd /flee to see

that ménta/ity ciza_nge.

The last time I was rea//y scared was in Tth grac]e. [On/y a year ago.] I got jtgmped Z)y two gir/SA
I was a][ra-id to go out of my home even. At some point 1 decided I'd ra_tlier be num%; than scared.

If.l stay numb I don't have té fee/ pain. The only bad side of it is how peop/e see me.

| ¥ watch local ﬁews. Network news isn't too iﬁteresting,v I'don’t care about what is going' on in other
couﬁtn’es. My -peelr_‘s dqn t ta/»é about world news. My Zn'g gripe is, 1 don't see any Asian women in
the media. You never see them in Forbes among the lop -ten millionaires. The news media on/y.
portray violence or the upper claés._ You don’t see Asian women in cither because of the stereotype
that tlzey are srlnart, passive peOp/e. ! lzave'no idea wlza.z‘ Asians in this country are aning. The news

is still dominated lvy white males ma/eing decisions or crime-fi//ea’ inner-city action.




'N@ Reguﬂ@m Journalist

What with l)ancl, l)a]let, cheerleadi‘ng, and speech cqn&sts, S_haunnah Ray is too l:)usy
kfor the news. Shaunnah, 13, shares an Oakland apartnienlt with her mother, sister,
niece axnlul nephew; otlle;r relatives live next (loor "The Rays loiolz‘ out for eac'h otl'lelj.
Shaunnah wonders why she doesn't see more i)eop]e like her family in the news.

Pro])ably because most kids like her never had the chance to become reporters.

i don't like to practice the violin. My mom likes me to do it. She's the kind a][ person who says Jf

you starl somez‘king you just can't stop it in the middle. My mom comes home real tived. She's

using her last bit o/[_energy for me. Afy sister’s going to school and starting a singing career. I watch

my little niece and neplzeu‘ aﬁ‘er school. We can'f p/ay outside. ‘Cause of all the violence. My ma,

she's strict in that. She doesn't want me to get hurt or /eialnapped. But it’s still a cool p/ace to five.

ley te_// the truth on. the news but tlley focus on the violence more than tlmy do on the positive
t}u'ngs that lzappen n tlze community. What I want to know, is, do tlley Jook for the violence or do

z‘/zcy fook far the positive sfuﬁ[?

Bome pcop/e just see one side o][ the picture. mey see a bunch a][ kids wa/king around and think
they're rowdy. They think I'm just a little black girl. I don t really actually kinda care. I may look
like a normal kid, you know, with a Laggy t-shirt and tattoos on my pants, but T a/reacly Lnow I'm
gonna make somet}zing a][ mysé/f. T have won many gold medals. I just wrote a ;uaper on teenage

pregnancy and it was extreme/y gooal.

B want to be a pediatfician ora journa/ist‘ But not a regu/ar jaurna/ist, /ooking stuﬁ[ up in books,
covering violence. That's not exciting. You a/ways know what's gonna be on — jusl ]ei//in_q. [ want

to do something MEANINGFUL. Where my reporting really helps some ody.

«




All The News That's Fit...For Kids

] ow do you tell young viewers aboul a
particularly cruel war that is slaughter»ing
children just like them? ‘Nicle News, a Sy_ndicatcd TV
show for kids, showed a young scl’xoolgirl reacling
excerpts from her dlarv of life cluring the brutal siegc of
Sarajevo.. Not one dead ]3ody was s}mwn, but the ten
minule segment told the tragic story so well grown-up
observers cried. “This is the hardest work T've ever

(lonc," said Linda Ellerl)ee, produ’ccr of Nick News.

“You do it very much the way you do programs for

adults, but you do it better.”

Shauntia Gruhcm, Sth grader at the
Cox School in Oakland, Californic

One of the many fallacies of the news business is that
malzing news for kids is child’s—play‘ In 1cact, kids news
requires the detail, context and'sensitivity that many

people think is S()rcly missing from adult news. “Kids

are not couch potatoes,” said JO}lH C. W’riglnt,
professor of psychology and communication studies at
the University o[_ Kansas. “Tl’xey arc Wurleing very hard
to understand the story, and tlley need as much hclp as
tlley can get.” But too many kids agree with Justin
Van Den Berg, 15, that “programming is forced and
pallletic, like Barney the Dinosaur.” Only a third of
preteens poﬂed by Children Now watch news shows for
children, and their number decreases as they grow
older. “Whal = missing in hildven - pProgramining s
em)ugll diversily,” said Peggy Charren, founder of
Action for Children’s Television. “It’s like a l’ilwrar_\'

with just comic books.”

The potentia] for an educational return is obvious.
What's often Llcleing' is a ratings return that guarantees
commitment from broadcasters a_n(] editors. “These
shows didn’t make as much money as Gl Joe and tlxcy
will never be as popu]ar as the cartoons,” Ellerhee <aid.
Today networks host occasional prime time spccials}‘or
Children, ABC's spegia] with President Clinton
attracled more than twice as many viewers than did the
mighty Ninja Turtles. But there iz a vacuum of regular
news and information shows. One recenl stu(]y found
that 60 percent of the shows slated for children in
responsc to a new federal law aired hetween 5:30 and 7
a.m., presumauy because that's when the networks lozc
the fewest advertisers and viewers. “The markel docs
not work lor lzi(ls,” said Kalln‘yn Montgomery,

presiclent of the Center for Media Education.

:\rewspapers, alarmed by the sleep decline in rcadcrship




Justin Van Den Berg,

Children’s Express

due to TV, are (loing better. The num})er of papers
fcaturing kids" sections has grown from a handful five
vears ago to an estimated tlﬁr’cy or so. Rumor has it
that even the stodgy New York Times has heen
inquiring about }aunclling a section for youths. Editors
see these pages as a way to defer what many fear is
almost certain extinction. “It’s not driven })y altruism

but l)y the market,” said W’asl}ington Post reporter
Juan Williams.

Altllough suc}l-worlz is still in its inféncy, an
interesting debate is emerging among those who
producc news for children over just how much reali’cy to
feed them. “We have to step back and see what value it
rcally has,” said Jay Suber, a CNN vice presidcnt in
cllarge ol Real News for Kids. On one side are those
wha believe children cannot understand and should
therefore be shiclded from certain kinds of news. On
the other side are those who believe that kids can deal

with virtually any kind of news — if it is done well

enough. The Chicago Tribune’s wee]ely KidNews
scction puns no punchcs, as cvinced l’)y a page

headed Tough-News. Stories have touched on

sexual abuse. “We are not an educational
supplement. We are a newspaper, and our jo]) is to
present the same news that will be in the A
section,” said the Tribune's KiclNews editor

Ftephen Cven gros.

News does not have to be entertaining to hook

chil(]ren, it just has to be darn good. And it has .
to provi(le balance. That is critical when the news is
sad or violent. Nearly twenty years ago Mr. Rogers
pr()duced a groun(ﬂ)realeing special for preschoolers
on assassinations. ABC recently produced a spccial
on the Gulf War for similar reasons: “Kids were scar-
ec],” said ABC proc]ucer Pat Roclcly' News about even
horrific'cvents, when done
well, can comfort children Ly
hclping them to understand
their world. “It takes an
entire community to raise a
child. The media is part of
that ‘community, too,” said
David V.B. Britt, presi(lent
of the Children’s Televisién
Worlzshop. The goo‘d news is
that more jourrialists are

starting to agree. The bhad

in Whitewater.

Don't show doad bodies

FOSCUCes.

Dot talle dowen 1o bids.

t/wg/ are.

news is that more need to. / ..
itirere Il 1=, I)l) HEY ’”HPS.

everything from genital mutilation to parental -

PRODUCING NEWS FOR KIDS:
DG’S AND DONT’'S

Dol reporl aboul p/a;u/uu:z/z. Do track the «1]“1137/1

Dot call the news seament “lmrigration.” Do

call it “Who Owns VYmorica?”

in disastors. Do show

I)U remreniper /ll)l(‘ smart

. ] . . H .
Don't use [/w word A\/nga.'//s/m without s/wu'mg

Dot Just '/;u'u> oo pml/ :(/' Nmn‘/. Do S/I()ll' l/u‘

[’l’gih’l‘ s:u‘m-urunumi( 1L’ft‘f1ll‘u‘.

Oon't be sencational Do oneonraae nowma ;n'uv/u

. i H ° I !
Lo gel invoived and conlront decision-makcers.

t‘
iv




It Could Be Me

#%adelcine Bair, 11, 1ivps with both her parents and her older brother Jonathon, a ]
true pest and pal, in a new development among the grassy hills of Pinole, California.
l\ia(lgleine enjoys what the media mig‘ht describe as an “old-fashioned, ir.lyl]ic
Ameriéan childhood.” She works hard at school. For fun, she rides her pinlz mountain
bike around the block and swims in her familyys pool under a lemon tree. So far about
her worst battles have been with Bac}l, on the piano. For )Luleleine, the news is a

scary but revcaling peelz at an cntirely different world from hers.

<re a/u:ays been kinda paranoia] of‘, like, not a monster or ungtlﬂ'ng, but ofa person in my closet.
I u/u‘ays lock in there and make sure the door’s all Z]yc way shut lveforc I go lo bod. | had
nig]ltnmres because ofa.” the stories about the l:'ia]napping. I made sure the /igln‘s were on waore I
went upsh;irs and that no[voa]y was there. [ also checked behind the doors and under my bed and
sz‘uffr. I mean, Pn//.y Klaas was just this young innocenl! gir/ wha Lcasl&idﬂappcdl riglyt oul 0_7[ her
house and her parents didn't cvon know u/z_z/. 1t could have boon mzy!ron, 1t could be me.

iy dad doesn't want me u-atc/7ing the news because it s so olont. ]f e sees e watcds ing 1V
he'll /;)::] some axcuse like I have to do the chores or my homewark. I vead the papers a lot. T/zuy
have more positive stories In them. I like stories about t}u‘ngs I'm interested in. [ also ke articls

1‘17.at are aboul peop/e ke what T am.

'm ]eu;fslu and | just rqu this story about these Zmys that were killed because t}zey were Jews.
[ didn't like what the story was about. But I think it's im;rmrtanl ta know what is Imppcning.
[fee/ that it's just, like, a terrible i/qmg these peop/c /er'//ing each other, or me!?ing a school for
no reason. Or i]( it’s a reason it's becauso of. wha t/my are and what t]wy /onL“A/ilec. [ just hope

z‘/mt_ the news will be better when 1 grow up.

want to lze/p pcop/e. e a/u‘ays wanted to he a brain surgeon. [t would be. fike, mteresting to ook
inside peop/e s hrains, 1o see what color t]wy are. T also dream of [win_q a drummer. But I don't have

any a’rums.




No T-V. Thoughts

v‘At 18, Luis Cruz is already a seasoﬁed journalist. FA freshman at t_he University of
‘Califo'rnia Berlze-l_ey,}he is one of four host repor,ter_E on the weekly show “Straight
’Tanz ‘N Teens,bw where he Wants,tg use “the trémendoﬁs power of the media vto do
goo(l." He tries fo make cach segment ‘fthoug‘ht pfovolzing"" and believes the

program’s success is due to the fact that the teen hosts have “real thoug‘hts, not

vV thoug’hts. "

fy parents are from Mexico and T was raised on Spanis/1 programming. There is on/y one
Spanisk station and it is local. It focuses on what's going on in the community and does a
gogc] job, winning a ot of awards. When I used to watch it,i it concentrated on what's going on’
n ,tlté ;:ommunity: ea’ucati'on,r lzealtl_z, and sports. Peop/e‘u‘).atclzec] t_lzese slzou;s'. Mayl)e Ang/o
media could learn som'etlzing froin ‘tl;cm.

Ad_u/t reporters can be insensitive to kids 'anc[ not respect them.. So ]e:ds are intimidated and
pretém:] riof to care. Some reporters may not think Ieu:]s are as important as adults. ﬂzey.a’on,'t
“give kids credit ][or how smart 'tl'zey are. As a ;‘epoﬁgr, I make the kids I int_erviezi: fee/ tizai tlwy
.l’lavé a voice and c_aﬁ make a a’iﬁ{erence. ’ﬂzey don’t hold back. 'ﬂzey lzave noti'zing to hide.

1 think TV news can be powérfu/._ It can make kids believe that d)l;at tlzey see is the tru_tlz. For
instance, ljeing a Latino, you a/ways see Latinos getting into trouble. And you start to believe
) there’s no one out there a’oing ‘any gooal. Your self esteem is low and now you have an excuse

or causing havoc, name at everyone else in your race is portrayed on as doing wrong.
h , /y that f J y t Jea] TV as d. g

A a reporter, you have to pay attention to how you word things. There’s a lot bf racial bias.

There have.to be more minority proa]ucers ca”ing the shots.

¥ know in the news business, it's hard to be objective. I tlzinle you can also be an advocate.
You can do a lot 0)[ gooa’. You can proa’ur:e shows that are tllouglzt-provoleing, bike ours, and get
peop/e to think. That’s rea‘lly TV's ro/e, to be used as a resource in the ¢ﬂsgussion _‘0][ issues.
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0, whayt did we learn from this summit meeting
of high—powered media muguls? A worlzing
group of attendees helpcd formulate the fo“owing

i(leas‘

"First, there scemed to he an overwhelming wiHingness

on the part of all the participants to re-examine the

way we hoth cover news ahout lids

and create news products — he
{

Lhcy prinl or electronic - for a

kids audience.

To first address the issuc of the
ways chi]dren’s issues are covercd,
it became quite c]eqr that kids are

watc}ling newscasts thal are

reading newspapers geared to an
adult au(licnce. E(Jitors must
})egome acutel’vvawarc of this and

add an additional measurcment to

their dccision—mazing process that
the coverage of kids.

¢ The media shovld ensure
diversity of staff at the deci-
sion-making levels and include _
minority kids and cominunify kids in the news-
gathering process. This will help ensure that the
media does nolvpromulguie racism and stereo-

typing in its portrayal of kids’ issves.

F‘ TOIm H ere

¢ Newsroom managers must make a special
effort to make newsimore understandable to
children. Media must work harder to put stories
into' context. Munugers should try to create a

“child-safe” news product, assuming there may

" not be a parent present when kids are seeing

news.

Linda Ellerbee,
Lucky Duck Productions

¢ Local TV stations might con-
sider following the lead of Sac-
ramento’s KXTV, and other
stations, and refuse to air
violent video during the early
evening newscasts when kids

might be watching.

It was suggestcd that parents be
toM bow to become more respon-

sible in monitoring news on behalf

of their children.

¢ Teach parents how to better
monitor the news through the
eyes of their children and en-
courage them to write or calil
news outlets about their com-

plaints or concerns.

* If‘pcrents’ concerns aren’t
addressed, they should boycott
news or infotainment shows that use excessive
violence. The news is a hrcducl, and right now

violence sells.

g an audience of children,

Qn the topic of (lcvclopin




there was emp}lalic input from the children atLe_ncling
the conference, and supporl:cd by the results from the
surveys that had been conducted for the conference,
that kids are seeing or rcading about themselves in
negative lerms, and like other critics of the media, ask

that there be more cmphasis on the positive.

¢ Kids do not wish to be primarily portrayed in
stories dealing with violence, guns or drugs.
Negative coverage perpetuates hopelessness and

alienation.

¢ Bring kids into the news-gathering process
through the schools, communities, or local

television.

¢ Perhaps the Children’s Television Act should
specify the need for news programs designed for

the youth avdience.
‘OV'I'euch kids how to contact the media.

¢ Develop full media literacy programs iih the
schools.

¢ Set up kid roundtables.

To cxpan(l coverage of imporlanl’cllilclrcn's issuecs,
news executives, reporters and advocates all have to do

their part.

# News outlets should reduce the proportion of their
reporfing on crime, and invest the time in sub-

stantive coverage of other equally important issves.

¢ Advocates need to help package information
about kids, and give reporters enovgh lead
time to do a good job.

It was gcncrdny agreed that the
print media is doing a hetter ]OL) at
this point in time in reaching kids
and unclers’ran(ling the children’s
market. There was a strong &eling
among the attendees that this
conference served a valuable
purpose, if only as a consciousness

raising exercise.

On t}w SL_l})jt’Cl. uf next steps, 1l was
sugg‘estec] that Children Now
mig‘lﬁ conduct further surveys of
parents regarding‘ news coverage of
violence and how it is agecting
their kids. Children Now migldt
p()“ kids on an annual hasis to test
fl)eir reaction to news. Children
Now mig‘ht sponsor an annua]
awards Lanquet to honor media lor
their oulslauding coverage of
children’s issues and for innovative
approaclles to reachin; this

au(lience.

We will continue to play a
\\'dl.ul’l(].()g rolcbof priclzing the

conscience of the media and look

for praclica] solutions to improving

the quality of the re]aliunsllips
between “Children and the News
Media.”

FIRST LADY
HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON:
{ know that /'ulrrnu/ish nood to troat their
subjocts as ('[’f«'x’[il‘n’/_l/ as //lc_u can, but 1
think that sometimes su rjoctivily,
rementboring what it's e to bo a child or
a pareal raising r/rl'/n/n'n, Is pru/m!?/!/ u/(u]l

HI

When violence is lwu‘smm‘[/zy Ul/uug/l Lo
be rupm'lcd’, it showld be balanced with
storios thal provide children with posilive
fmages u_/- themselros and those around
llzum. .\_/.[cr a//, gutul }'zra’gmuul .111./
caulion, or prud'unfu, do not violate the
1’::1uvm/fs[‘5 fir::/ umcm‘/nwnl

gum{ /'ud'gmun/ um/ caulion and prua’cnrv

L‘l(’ 17”[/, can Illﬂ/\"t] 34 &Jli/];’l‘ulu o o /Ii/l/l"’ll.
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Children Now

Children Now is a nonpartisan policy and ac]vocacy organization for children.

Children Now acts as a strong and indepen&ent voice for the millions Q{ children who cannot spcaL’ for themselves

policy arena, in the mass media and in the community. We focus particular attention on children who are poor or at-rizk.

Children Now:

% Educales the puzv/ic and decision makers about the needs ofcili/a’ren;

® Deve/ops and promoles e]{/[ective strategies to improve tlwir /1'L'es,'

% Generales new resources for cost—e/][ect‘ive programs that [Jenefit children anc/][ami/ies;

% Reaches out fo parents and children to in/[orm them o/opportuniﬁes to lze]p themselves.
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